o apetes 2] ¥

THE OQTAVIUS OF MINJCIUS FELIX

Trenslation of Chepters 17 and 18

ss & requirement for

CHURCH HISTORY 21%

by luis Fidel Merocado

Harverd Dividity School

Professor Ralph Lassaro

January 1962



Shepter XVIL
1. Neither do I object to what Caecilius has striven with gll his might
U to assert, that men cught to know himself and ought to consider cearefully what
he 18, whence he is, end why he ist whether he has been collected from the ele-
ments or carefully fitted together from etoms or rather mede, formed, and ani-
mated by God.

2. It is this very thing which we are not able to explore and search without
an inquiry of the universe, since all things are joined and chsined together by
coherence &n such a way that, unless you examine diligertly the nature of divinity,

you remain ignorant of humanity; nor ere you able to discharge well your oivie
responsibilities unless you know the citisenship of the world ccmmon to all.
Specially, since we differ from the wild animals in this, thet while they, prone
and tondlng tovards the earth, are born toc look st nothing but fodder, we, whose
ocountenance is srect, whose looking is towards hesven, whose gift is speech and
reason, ere neither permitted nor granted to ignore the heesvenly brightness
pressing upon our eyes and senses. For it is = great as the greatest seorilege
to seek on earth what you ought to f£ind on high.

5» 6n which acoount, those that think thst the furniture of the whole world
vas not perfeoted by divine reason but pressed together by certain bits casually
henging together, seem to me rather not to have either mind, sense, nor even their
vory eyes.

4, For what oen possidbly be so ocpened, 80 acknowledged and so evident, when
you lift up your eyes towards heaven and sxamine the things which sre below and
around, then thet there is e certain Deity of moet distinguished mind, by whom
all nature is inspired, moved, nourished, and governed?

5« Lock st heaven itself, how widely it is stretched, how quickly it 4s
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turned around, either as it 1is decoreied by the stars st night or as it is made
bright by the sun in deytime. Immediately you will know how the wonderful end
divine equilibrium of the supreme governmor is present in it. Look also on the
yoer, as the circuit of the sun mekes it; end look on the month, as the mmon
drives it around in her waxing, wening, snd fealling down.

6+ What shall I say of the recurring alternstions of darknese end night,
how en alternate renovation of work and rest exists for us? Truly a more abun-
dant speech oconcerning the stars cught to be left to the astrologers, either
how they rule the course of navigetion or how they bring in the time of plough-

ing and resping. Each one of these things needed a supreme artist and perfect

intelligence not only as they wers crested, made, end set in order, but, moreover,

thoy'ounnat be felt, perceived and understocd without the highest ingenuity and
reason.

| 7+ Whet?! When the order of the seesons and harvests is distinguiehed by
stable variety, does it not attest its author snd fether?! Equally, the spring
with its flowers end the summer with its harvests, end the pleasaut ripeness of
eutumn and the winter harvest of olives ere necessary things. This order would
be easily disturbed, except it were set in place by the highest resson.

8. Now how grest is providente to insert the moderats tempereture of sutumn
end srping, lest winber elons would burn kith its Loe and summer slone would
blaze with its hest, so thet the concealed and harmless trensitions of the
year by feturning on its footeteps mey glide by!

9« Direct your thoughts to the seat 4t is bound dy the law of its whore.
Whersver there is a tree, see how it is enimeted from the bowels of the earth!
Look st the cceen: it flows and ebbs with alternate tides. Ses the fountains:
they flow in perennial streems. Gaze at the rivers: they always go in regular

sourses.
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10. Why whould I spesk of the aptly arrenged eleveted mounteins, the sloping
hills and the extended fields? Wherefore should I |g:;;;Vof the multiform pro-
tection of the snimels against esch other: some armed with horne, othars protect~
od with teeth, and strengthemed with hoofs end spiked with .t;ngl, or fres either
by the swiftness of the ffet or by the soaring of the wingse?

11  11. The very besuty of our form confesses God as its srtificer: the standing
pesturs, the uplifted countenance, the eyes placed on high, ss it vere in a mirror,

and the rest of the senses composed as it were in an arch.

Shepter XVIL

1. It voﬁid_bo tedious to go through pastioular cases one by one. There ie
nothing of the members in man which does not exist either by resson ot‘noqo-uity
or of besuty, and what is more vonderful, the seme form is present in all, but
to esch one there are certain feflected festures; thus we ssem to be alike in
genersl and are found to be among ourselves dissimiler one from the other.

2. What is the resson of being born?! Why, the desire of begetting, 4s it
not given dy God e0 thet the breast might become full of milk while the offlpttjg
comes to maturity, and sc that the tender progeny might grow up by the abundanee
of the milky moisture?

5« Neither doee God have regard alone for the whole universe but slse for
its p-xti. Britain lacks in sunshine, but it is refreshed by the moderats warath
of the see flowing around it. The Nile River is secustomed to temper the dryness
of Egypt; the Euphretes compensetes Mesopotemia in plece of rain. The Indus
81vor s said both to oultivate and to irrigate the East. ’

4. But yg on entering s certain house you wers to see all things polished,
-ordered, and adorned, certsinly you would believe thet a master presided overjiy st
it that he wes much better than all those good things. Thus, in this house of
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the world, when you behcld in the heaven and in the earth providense, order, law,
believe thst the Lord end Pether of the whole universe is more excellent than
the very sters and the parts of sll the world.

S« Lest percheance, since there is no doudbt conoerning providence, you think
that it ought to be inquired whether the celestial kingdom is ruled by the power
of one or by the sutherity of many: this very thing is of no grest difficulty to
lay bere for the one thimking of esrthly kingdoms, for which the examples are
eortainly from heaven,

6. When et any time wes there an allience of royal power which o‘tthor began
with faith or ended without bloodshed?! I omit the Persisns uho( took the auguries
for their dominion from the neighing of horses sud I equally psss over the desd fable o
of the Theben brothers. The tradition concerning the twins on account of a domin-
ion of shepherds and a cottage is very well known. The wers of son-in-law and
fether-in-lav heve been scettered over the whole world, end the fortune of suoh
greet empire oould not receive two.

7 Look st other things. Thers is ons king for the bdes, one lesder for the
flocks, one ruler for the herds. Would you believe thst in heaven the highest
pover is &ivided and that the whole majesty of that trus and divine empire is
torn asunder, when it is evident that the Father and God of all Kings hes neigher
begiming nor end--that He who is responsidle for all things is to Himself per-
petuity, that He who was before the world was Himself to Himself in place of the
world, thst He orders all things, whetever they are, by His woril, arranges thea
by His reeson, finished them by His power?

8. Here He oan neither be seen: He is clearer than eight; nor cen He be ap~
prshended: He is pused than touchj nor sppraised: He ie grester them perceptions,
infinite, immence and knows only to Himself how greet He is. But our heart is

narrow for understending Him snd therefore we thus appraise Him worthily vhen
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we say that He ies beyond estimetion. L

9. I shell speek out whatever I ::-;-1- He who thinke to hémeelf that he
knows the wmsgnitude of God, is diminishing 1t; he who wishes not to diminish it,
knows it not.

10. Reither should you seek e name for God: God is His nsme. V¥We have need
of names vhen a multitude is to be divided into individuals by the peouliar
signs of names. With God, who is elone, the neme of God is the whole. If I
were to call Him Father you would suppose Him earthy; if a King, you would regard
Him s carnal; if Lord, you would certainly understand Him as mortal. Take sway
the sddition of nsmes and you will perceive His glory.

11. ¥hy, do not I have the consent of all men in this matter? Hear the com-
mon people: when they stretch their hands twwerds heaven, nothing oiu do they
sey but, "0 God," end "God 4s grest,” and "God is true," and "If God shall permit."
Is this the natural speech of the common pecple or ie this the prayer of a oconfes-
sing Ohristien? 4And those who desire Jupiter as the first one, are mistaken in

His name, but they sgreeceoncerning ome pewer.



